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      BOYD LEADS CHARGE TO DEFEAT OFFSHORE DRILLING AMENDMENT IN COMMITTEE

Amendment to lift congressional ban on offshore drilling not included in the Interior Appropriations Bill

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today led the charge in the House Appropriations Committee to block an amendment to the Interior Appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2008 that would lift a 27-year-old congressional ban on natural gas production along Florida’s Outer Continental Shelf (OCS).  Congressman John Peterson (R-PA) offered the amendment in the House Appropriations Committee mark-up, which would allow drilling 25 miles off Florida’s coast.  The amendment failed in committee by a vote of 38 to 24.  

“The Peterson amendment directly contradicts with the widespread belief that drilling off our coastlines would be devastating for the people of Florida and our nation,” Congressman Boyd said.  “Lifting the congressional ban on offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico poses a risk to our nation’s military readiness by placing severe restrictions on the ability of the Air Force and the Navy to train in airspace and naval zones in the gulf.”

Congressman Peterson’s amendment would directly conflict with legislation, HR 6111, signed into law last December, which restricts drilling 100 miles west of the Military Mission Line (MML) and prohibits all drilling east of the MML in the Gulf of Mexico.

General T. Michael Moseley, Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force, has reiterated Congressman Boyd’s assertion that the testing ranges in the Gulf of Mexico are very important to the training of our defense forces and that offshore drilling in these areas could hinder missile flights, low-flying drone aircraft, and other military training and testing.

“Drilling so close off our coasts would have damaging consequences for our beaches, our marine life and its habitat, and our national security efforts,” Boyd stated.  “The people of Florida are steadfast in their desire to maintain the congressional offshore drilling moratorium, and I will continue to work in Congress to keep this ban in place.”
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